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Date: March 5, 2003 
 
Dear Watershed Stakeholders and Interested Parties: 
 
The Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board is continuing the triennial review process to 
update the Santa Ana Watershed Basin Plan.  This process began in 2002, with workshops and hearings 
to determine the scope of the triennial review, culminating in the Board’s July, 19, 2002, adoption of a 
triennial review priority list and work plan.   To support the Regional Board with this update, a coalition 
of local agencies has formed that includes the Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority (SAWPA) and the 
Counties of Orange, Riverside, and San Bernardino.  It is the intent of the parties under agreement, 
known as the Stormwater Quality Standards Task Force, to invite all other interested parties to 
participate in Task Force activities, including the Regional Board, EPA, Department of Health Services, 
other governmental and quasi governmental agencies, environmental groups, the public, and any other 
stakeholders interested in the Basin Plan.  In response to Regional Board priorities, the review will 
initially focus on REC-1 standards and existing related water quality objectives, to evaluate the 
appropriateness of the standards and/or the potential need for Basin Plan revision. 

SAWPA  and the Counties have engaged a consultant to assist with planning and coordination, and 
produce a Work Plan for this Stormwater Quality Standards study.  The draft Work Plan will be 
completed by September 2003.  A series of workshops have been planned to provide a forum for all 
interested parties to provide input into the development of the Work Plan: 

Workshop 1 – Kickoff and Overview of Regulatory Requirements, February 20, 2003 

Workshop 2 – Review of Regulatory Alternatives, April 3, 2003 

Workshop 3 – Work Plan Scope, May 15, 2003 

Workshop 4 – Draft Work Plan Presentation, June 26, 2003 

Workshop 1 occurred on February 20, 2003.  Goals, interim steps, and methodology for the study process 
were identified.  Workshop 2 will occur on April 3, 2003 from 9 am – 4pm at the SAWPA offices located 
at 11615 Sterling Avenue, Riverside. 

We welcome and encourage your attendance at this workshop and active participation during the 
scoping and subsequent phases of the Stormwater Quality Standards Study.  A preview of issues to be 
covered at Workshop 2 is attached. 
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Workshop 2 – Review of Regulatory Alternatives 

The primary objective of Workshop 2 will be to describe the various alternatives for Basin Plan 
amendment and regulatory changes, if such changes appear to be necessary and appropriate, that should 
be considered for inclusion in the Work Plan.  Examples include phased Basin Plan amendments, 
reclassifying designated uses, developing site-specific stormwater quality objectives and standards, 
translating such water quality criteria into permit limits, and monitoring and reporting requirements, 
and related issues. 

Workshop 2 will seek to reach consensus upon issues such as: 

1. What the triennial review process should look like 

a. What is considered to be an appropriate process 

b. What type of technical information gathering should occur 

c. How are Section 13241 requirements included 

d. How does the triennial review process impact any Basin Plan amendment suggestions 
and what information gathering and analysis is necessary to support any Basin Plan 
amendments, if necessary 

e. How are EPA and other interests included in the triennial review process 

f. How do you know when you are done 

g. What are the anticipated outcomes 

h. What outcomes are legally and politically feasible 

2. Identification of the phases of triennial review to be conducted with objectives for each phase 

3. Clear specific objectives outlined for Phase 1 in light of what the consensus is for what the 
triennial review process should look like 

4. A list of tasks to be accomplished for Phase 1 and how tasks will be identified for future phases 
of work 

For additional information, please contact Mark Adelson, at the Regional Board, (909) 782-3234 or Mark 
Norton, at SAWPA, (909) 354-4221. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gerard J. Thibeault 
Executive Officer 


